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Grad Council 
 
The grad council is made up of one president and four vice 
president council members.  These five members will be 
responsible for the following: 
• Meeting once a week to update each other on progress 
• Working with teacher sponsors to plan each of the grad events 
• Communicating information to the grad class through posters, announcements and the website 
• Working with teacher sponsors to distribute tickets for events 
• Checking in on a regular basis with sponsor teachers to ensure all tasks are completed 
• Working with the community to coordinate sponsorship, advertising, and prizes 
 

Nominations:  Nomination forms will be available in the main office in late September. The 
forms will be due back to the main office in early October. A ballot will then be sent out in a 
regular class period and students will vote on who they think will be responsible enough to make 
all the events happen. 

 

Sponsor Teachers 
 
Sponsor Teachers are teachers who have volunteered their time to oversee a particular 
Grad Event. If you are interested in helping them out please see them directly. 

 
General Grad Sponsor   Mr. Pankratz 
Grad Ceremonies   Ms. Ross 
Ceremony Invitations Mr. Caron 
Grad Tea    Mr. Primrose 
Dry Grad    Mr. Roffel 
Grad Breakfast   Mr. Roffel 
Grand March   TBA 
Prom     Mr. Wiebe 
List Holder   Ms. Ross 
Yearbook    Mr. Lewis 
 
Counsellor Assemblies/Forms 
 
There will be three assemblies where you will receive forms from the counsellors that need to be 
filled out. The first one is in November and you will fill out the Transcript Verification Form.  
The second is in March for the Post Secondary Choices Form and the third is in May where you 
will finalize your Transcript Verificati on Form. If you miss any of these assemblies, please see 
the counsellors for the forms. There will also be an Abbotsford Foundation Awards 
Distribution Meeting in March. Please listen for announcements regarding the date. 
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Yearbook 
 
Grad Message:  Grads, you will be able to leave a memorable message of 50 
words or less beside your grad photo in the year book. The forms will be 
available in late Sept. and should be returned to the main office ASAP. 
Watch for the deadline! 
 
Grad Baby Ads: Parents can enter a baby photo of their grad into the yearbook! Forms will be 
distributed, but more will be available in the main office. The cost is $35 for a small ad, $60 for a 
medium, or $100 for a large ad. Submissions are in Oct. or Nov. so watch for deadlines. Put the 
message, money and form in an envelope and submit it to the main office.  First come first served.  
 
Grad Application and Activities Form 
 
This form was completed in class in June.  If you did not yet fill one 
out, complete the copy with this booklet, or pick one up from the main 
office, the board outside B130, or on the school grad website. It will 
ask you questions about what events you would like to attend so we 
can ensure you are on the list. It is important that you fill it out and 
return it to the  Main Office ASAP right at the beginning of the 
school year. If you decide to change your mind about any of your 
choices please let Ms. Ross know right away and have her change the 
Òmaster listÓ. Keep in mind that most grads participate in all the 
events so get your form in!  
 

Grad Photos 
 
Grad Photos will be separate from the regular school photos and will occur November 2nd Ð 5th. 
The sign-ups for a sitting will be the week prior to the photo week. Retakes are available at the end 
of November. 
 
Grad Rings 
 
Grad ring sales will be held near the front office October 29/30, as well March 23/24. 
 
Grad Song 

 
Every year Grads chose a song which will capture the moment for them. This song 
may be played at grad events, especially the Prom. Your grad council will set up a 
vote toward the end of April.
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Provincial Exams and Graduation Status 
 
Provincial Exams will be held at the end of each semester for courses that require them. (January 
and June) Some courses may also provide exam opportunities in November (rewrites) and April. 
The Provincial Exam schedule is available in your student agenda book given out in September. 
Go to the yalesecondary.com to keep updated on exam information. Advanced Placement Exams 
(separate from the provincial exams) will be administered in May. If you have any questions about 
the provincial exam for a specific course please see the teacher for that course. If you have any 
questions about your graduation status, please see your counsellor immediately to ensure you 
have all the credits necessary to graduate.  
 

Message to Parents 
 
We know you are extremely proud and excited for this BIG year! We 
strongly encourage you as parents to get involved and help out with the 
Grad Activities. There are lots of places help is needed and your input is 
always appreciated. There will be a few Grad Parent Meetings and we 
look forward to seeing you there October 15th and February 23rd at 
7:00 PM in the old theatre. Please check the Yale Mail, and the Grad 
Website at yalesecondary.com to keep updated. If you have questions 

about a certain event, please contact the Sponsor Teacher for that event. Please also take note of 
the Grad Baby Ads available for parents to enter into the yearbook.  
 
*Important note: We expect our grad class to be leaders in the school and set a good example with 
the choices they make.  Grade 12 students who choose, in their final year, to attend school or a 
school event (school dance, field trip, etc) having consumed drugs or alcohol may not be 
allowed to take part in the school-based grad events.   
 

Valedictorian 
 
Choosing a Valedictorian 
Students may nominate themselves or may be nominated by other students. 
Applications will be available at the main office at the beginning of April. 
Completed applications will be due on April 17th. A ballot will be made and 
voting will take place in the first week of May in a regularly scheduled class. 
 

What does it mean to be the Valedictorian at our school? 
A Valedictorian is a representative of a graduating class who speaks on behalf of the graduates at 
the commencement exercises (Grad Ceremonies). This honour is usually bestowed on an 
outstanding representative of the graduating class. 
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 Grad Ceremonies  
(Commencements, Convocation) 
 
 
 

 
If you have completed the requirements necessary to graduate you will be participating in the 
Graduation Ceremonies. If you are not sure if you have completed the requirements please see 
your counsellor.  Students enrolled in courses outside of Yale that are required for graduation must 
have 80% completed by May 1, 2010 to be eligible to participate in the ceremony. 
 
 
Grad Ceremony: 
 

Date: Friday, May 28th, 2010 
Time: 7:30 PM  (Doors open at 6:30PM) 
Place: Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
Grads, please be at the church by 6:45.  Do NOT be LATE! 
(Believe it or not it takes 30 min to get 300 grads in order and ready!)  
 
Things to know: 
 
1) Since you received your gown at the rehearsal, take pictures with your family before you 
come. It will be dark after the ceremony. 
 
2) Do not bring your own vehicle to the ceremony as you will be going directly to the dry grad 
after and would have to leave your vehicle behind. Please get a ride from your parents or other 
guests coming to the ceremony. 
 
3) Come to the ceremony already dressed in your gown with clothes underneath. You will be 
taking off the gown right after the ceremony. (Guys: black dress pants and black dress shoes look 
nice with a white dress shirt) (Girls: skirts or dresses with black dress shoes look best) You will 
not take the grad gown home that night! 
 
4) A bag containing a change of clothes for the lock-in must be brought to the school the 
morning of May 28.  The bags will be secured, moved to the MRC, and waiting for you to arrive.  
You will not be permitted to board the bus with anything other than what you are wearing. 
 
5) When you arrive at the church go straight to the GYM to line-up! 
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Ceremony Invitations 
 
Due to limited space, family and friends will require invitations to watch you 
cross the stage. Each student will receive five. 
 

Here is the procedure for obtaining invitations: 
1) Pick up your five invitations in early May at lunch in the front foyer. You must have paid your 
grad fees. If you do not want some or all of your invitations, please tell us at that time. 
2) Exchange between yourselves! Some of you wonÕt need all five and others need more! 
3) Return any invitations you donÕt need to the Sponsor Teacher for Ceremony Invitations  
    (page 2). Your classmates who need more will be very grateful to you. 
4) If you still need more invitations and cannot find any amongst your peers, see the Sponsor 
Teacher for Ceremony Invitations in their room at lunch closer to the ceremony. You will be 
given up to 2 extra invitations a day, per person, every day, until they are gone. There will be no 
waiting list. Please donÕt panic, if you follow this process you should have no problem getting the 
invitations you need. 
 
Ceremony Gowns 
 
To cross the stage for this formal ceremony, we need to order you a gown. 
To do this, you need to fill out a Grad Activity Form which was discussed 
earlier in this handbook. (see page 3) Please return it to the main office 
ASAP. This form will tell us your height (with shoes on) which will help us 
order you the right length gown. Grad Fees must be paid for us to finalize 
your order in April. You will receive your cap and gown at the Grad Ceremony Rehearsal.  
 
Grad Ceremony Rehearsal 
 
Date: Tuesday, May 25th, 2010 
Time: 3:30 Sharp!  
Place: Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
 
Why do you need to be thereÉ ? 
 
1) You will receive your cap and gown. There will be no other pick-up times. Get off work! If you 
absolutely must miss it, you will have to see the Grad Ceremony Sponsor Teacher the next day to 
pick-up your gown. Nobody else can pick-up your gown. 
 
2) You need to see where to go in the gym, what line-up you are in and who you are standing 
beside. We also need all the bodies there so we can see how you will fit in the rows. 
 
3) You will also have to learn the procedure for crossing the stage. You will be nervous enough as 
it is so letÕs practice! 
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Grad Tea 
 
Date: Friday, May 28th, 2010  
Time: Immediately after the Grad Ceremony (approx 10:00 PM) 
Place: Sevenoaks Alliance Church GYM 
 
All the guests at the ceremonies are invited to meet in the gym 
immediately after the ceremony for refreshments. Grad Parents will be 
contacted by the Dry Grad Food Committee with a request to supply 

treats. The food will be brought to Yale Friday May 28th between 8:00AM and 3:00 PM. Parents 
will also be asked to volunteer to move the food to the Church and to the Dry grad as well as 
organize it onto serving trays. For more info, contact the Grad Tea Sponsor Teacher (page 2). 
 
Dry Grad  
 
Date: Friday, May 28th, 2010 (Evening of the Grad Ceremony) 
Time: 11:00PM  (Busses leave after the Grad Ceremony and Grad Tea) 
Place: Matsqui Recreation Center or Abbotsford Recreation Center 

 
There are plenty of fun things to do!  There will be swimming, skating, karaoke, 
casino games, a hypnotist show, a magician (wandering show and stage show), 
character artists, food and drinks. Grads should bring comfortable clothes, swimming 
gear (suits, towels, goggles) and skating gear (hockey equipment, personal skates)  

Students are NOT required to bring any money or pay for anything during the evening. 
** Note: rental skates are also provided free of charge at the arena. 
 
This is an alcohol free all night Grad event which goes until 4:30 AM Saturday 
morning. Grads must board the bus, with no bags or carry-on, immediately following the Grad 
Ceremony and Tea. Students may not drive themselves or be dropped off later. There are no in and 
out privileges. Students who need to leave early must inform an administrator before the dry grad, 
who will verify the request with a parent. Pick-up arrangements (who will be picking you up) must 
be included in the request to leave early as you will only be allowed to leave when the designated 
ride arrives.  If a student chooses to leave they may not re-enter. Students will be bussed back to 
Yale for the Grad Breakfast. 
 
Grad Breakfast 
 
This event will happen in the Yale Cafeteria right after the Dry Grad Saturday 
morning May 29th, 2010 from about 5:00AM to 6:30 AM. Students are bussed to 
Yale from the Dry Grad and there will be an auction at this event.
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Grande Marche 
 
Date: June 19 
Time: 3:00 PM  (photos at 1:00PM) 
Place: Yale Gym 

 
The Grande Marche is an excellent opportunity for family and friends to see all 
the grads together in their finery. This happens on the day of the Prom Dinner 
and Dance. Students process around the gym, first in darkness with candles, then 
in formation. It takes about 40 minutes and is a great photo opportunity.   

 
Before the Grande Marche begins, it is preceded by photos from 2:00PM - 
4:00PM at photo sites that have been set up by parents and/or the Sponsor 
Teacher. These sites may include one or all of the following: a garden 
setting, a formal setting, a sports setting, a motorcycle, antique cars, and a 
fire truck. 
 

There will be a practice for the Grande Marche prior to the event during class time. 
Students must attend the rehersal in order to participate. Listen closely to announcements 
and check the website for updates. 
 

Prom 
Dinner and Dance 
 

Date: June 19 
Time to be at bus: 4:00 PM 
Where to meet the bus: Yale Secondary 
Location of Prom Dinner Dance: Vancouver Exhibition Center 
Time Bus arrives back at Yale: 12:00 midnight 
 
The Prom is a formal event where students get to dress up and spend a very memorable evening 
together. Grads will share in a beautiful buffet dinner, there will be a few speeches, a slide show, 
and then grads will dance the night away! ALL grads are bussed to and from the event. There are 
no exceptions.  
 
You must pay before the 2nd grad fee payment instalment (April 7th) so that you can reserve your 
table in May. There is an application process for guest passes.  1) Guest pass applications are 
available in the office and must be submitted before the cut off date of May 1st. Please ensure your 
guest has been approved and you have paid before signing up for your seating.  2) Students can 
sign up for tables, which seat 10, for three days only during the second week of May. Remaining 
grads and guests will be assigned to tables by the sponsor teacher. More information will be 
available as it comes up. Please continue to listen for announcements, and check the Grad Website. 
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Grad Fees 
 
 
 
 
Grad Ceremonies           $50 
This includes your gown rental, the purchase of your grad cap and tassel and any other grad 
ceremony costs. The invitations for your family and friends are free. 
 
Dry Grad             $75 
This covers all the costs of the dry grad including rental of the facility, entertainment and buses to 
get there from the ceremony and back to Yale in the morning. 
 
Prom Dinner and Dance Ticket        $150 
This includes your dinner, bus ride, and all the costs of putting on the event. 
 
Total Grad Fees          $275 
 
 

The first instalment of $150 is due FEB 10, 2010. 
 

The second instalment of $125 is due APRIL 7,  2010. 
 
 
 
Prom Dinner and Dance Guest Ticket      extra $150 
A guest refers to anyone not in grade 12 at Yale. This cost includes the dinner, bus ride, and all the 
costs of putting on the event. 
 
Total Grad Fees with Prom Guest       $425 
 
If you owe $425 because you are bringing a guest, your extra $150 is due with the second 
instalment! 
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Grad Checklist 
 

SeptemberÉ  

o Read through the Grad Handbook. 

o Tell your parents about Grad Parent Meetings! 

o Get your Yearbook message forms filled out. 

o Get your Grad Baby Ad Form to your parents. 

o Get your Grad Council Nomination Forms. 

o Check your Graduation Status with your counsellor. 

o Fill out the Grad Activities Form (see page 3) and return it to the main office. 

o Check out yalesecondary.com for updated Grad info! 

OctoberÉ  

o Sign up for photos in advance! Grad photos are November 2nd Ð 5th. 

o Look for the due date for Grad Baby Ads for the Yearbook.  

o Grad Parent Meeting October 15th at 7:00 PM in the old theatre.  

o Buy your Grad Rings, October 29/30 

o Check out yalesecondary.com for updated Grad info! 

NovemberÉ  

o Grad Photo Retakes at the end of November. 

o Return the Grad Activities Form (page 3) if you havenÕt yet. 

o Fill in the Transcript Verification Form for the counsellors (assembly) 

DecemberÉ 

JanuaryÉ  

o Provincial Exams 
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FebruaryÉ  

o Pay your 1st instalment of FEES:  February 10, 2010. 

o Grad Parent Meeting February 23rd at 7:00 PM in the old theatre. 

March... 

o Buy your Grad Rings, March 23/24. 

AprilÉ  

o Pay your 2nd instalment of FEES: April 7, 2010. 

o Get your Valedictorian Application/Nomination Form 

o Tell the ÒList HolderÓ (page 2)  of any changes to your Grad Activities  

       Form choices ASAP! 

o Submit your prom guest application for prom before May 1st. 

MayÉ  

o Pick up your Ceremony Invitations  early May. Extras to follow. (page 6) 

o Pick up your Prom Dinner & Dance Tickets and choose your tables. (page 8) 

o Attend the Grad Ceremony Rehearsal. Tuesday, May 25th 3:30PM. 

o Participate in the Grad Ceremony May 28th (Students there at 6:45PM) 

o Attend the Grad Tea May 28th after the Ceremonies. 

o Attend Dry Grad May 28th after the Grad Tea. 

o Attend the Grad Breakfast May 29th after the Dry Grad. 

JuneÉ  

o Participate in mandatory Grande Marche rehearsal (Wed or Thurs before prom) 

o Participate in the Grande Marche June 19, 3:00PM. (Pictures at 1:00PM) 

o Attend the Prom Dinner and Dance June 19 (Be at the bus by 4:00PM) 

o Provincial Exams 


